
Introduction: 

Out Patient Antimicrobial Therapy (OPAT) 

has the potential to save numerous bed 

days for hospitals. An audit was conducted 

on all inpatients discharged from SVUH on 

OPAT during the year 2019 against 

national and international standards.1,2  

 

. 
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Methods: 

• Retrospective audit- 2019 SVUH OPAT 

discharges  

• Approval: Clinical audit SVUH  

• Data collection and analysis: MS Excel 

 

Results: 
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2. Type of OPAT 
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4. Common Antibiotics used 
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3. Common Infections 

Readmissions 

• SVUH OPAT 
readmission 
rate 8.33% 

• International 
Benchmark 
<10% 

Readmission 
Reasons  

• 50% 
readmissions in 
SVUH were 
NON-OPAT 
related (new 
onset pleural 
effusion, acopia 
& palliative 
reasons) 

Common OPAT 
related Reasons 

• Adverse drug 
reaction  

• PICC line 
related issues  

85% 

International target <10% 

Irish target <5% 

Recommendations: 

• Appropriate patient selection 

• Antimicrobial stewardship 

• Adequate monitoring and follow-up 

• Regular audit 

 

8.6% 

OPAT 
Related 

1.4% 

Non-OPAT 

Related
  

6. Readmissions 

67% 

33% 

1. Demographics 

Male Female

Average age 61.2 

5. Vascular access 

15% 

7. Cost saved: 

More than 3 million euros saved in 2019  

 

 

 

 


